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1. Introduction: How to Use This Guide 

 
Welcome to the Eclassopedia IGCSE Answer Writing Templates — 2026 Edition. This guide has been 
meticulously designed to provide Cambridge IGCSE students with structured, exam-ready answer 
frameworks for both Science and Humanities subjects. Whether you are sitting your examinations in 
May/June 2026 or October/November 2026, these templates will help you consistently produce 
high-scoring responses across a range of question types. 
 
At Eclassopedia, we understand that knowing content is only half the battle in IGCSE examinations. 
The other half is knowing how to communicate that knowledge clearly, concisely, and in a format that 
Cambridge examiners reward. These templates distil years of examiner feedback, mark scheme 
analysis, and expert tutor experience into actionable writing frameworks you can apply immediately. 
 

How This Guide Is Organised 
The guide is divided into two major parts: 

●​ Part A — Science Subjects: Biology, Chemistry, Physics, and Combined Science 
●​ Part B — Humanities Subjects: History, Geography, Economics, and English 

Literature/Language 
 
Each section includes question-type templates, command word breakdowns, mark-allocation 
strategies, and worked example structures. 
 

Eclassopedia Pro Tip 
Always read the question twice before writing. Identify the command word (describe, 
explain, evaluate, discuss), count the marks available, and plan your answer structure 
before putting pen to paper. One minute of planning saves five minutes of rewriting. 
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2. IGCSE Command Words — Master Reference 

 
Cambridge IGCSE uses specific command words to tell you exactly what type of answer is expected. 
Misreading a command word is one of the most common reasons students lose marks. Study the table 
below carefully. 
 

Command Word What You Must Do 

State / Name / List Give a brief, factual answer with no 
explanation needed. 

Define Give the precise meaning of a term — 
usually 1–2 marks. 

Describe Give a detailed account of what something 
is or how something happens. No reasons 
needed. 

Explain Give reasons for or causes of a process or 
phenomenon. Use 'because', 'therefore', 
'this means'. 

Suggest Apply your knowledge to an unfamiliar 
situation — there may be more than one 
correct answer. 

Calculate Work out a numerical answer. Show all 
working clearly. 

Sketch / Draw Produce a labelled diagram. Accuracy and 
labels matter. 

Compare Identify similarities and differences between 
two things. 

Evaluate Assess strengths and weaknesses, 
advantages and disadvantages. Reach a 
conclusion. 

Discuss Present multiple perspectives with evidence. 
Balance pros and cons. 

Analyse Examine in detail, identifying key factors and 
how they relate. 

Predict Use knowledge to say what you expect will 
happen, with a brief reason. 

Justify Give evidence or reasons to support a 
conclusion or choice. 

Outline Give a brief summary of the key points, 
without full detail. 
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PART A: SCIENCE SUBJECTS 

PART A: SCIENCE SUBJECTS 
Biology  •  Chemistry  •  Physics  •  Combined Science 
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3. Science: 'Describe' Question Templates 

 
'Describe' questions in IGCSE Science typically carry 2–4 marks and require you to give a factual 
account of a structure, process, or graph. No explanation is required unless the question specifically 
says 'explain'. 
 

3.1 Describing a Graph or Data Table 
Use this template whenever you are asked to describe a trend from a graph, chart, or data set: 
 

Template: Describing a Graph 
Between [x value 1] and [x value 2], [variable] [increased/decreased/remained constant] 
from [value] to [value]. The rate of change was [rapid/gradual]. Beyond [x value], the 
[variable] [levelled off/continued to rise/fell sharply]. [If applicable: There was an anomalous 
result at [data point], where [variable] was [value] instead of the expected [range].]Always 
quote data values with correct units. Never simply say 'it went up' — be precise. 

 

3.2 Describing a Biological Structure 
When asked to describe a structure (e.g., a cell, an organ, a tissue): 

●​ Start with location: 'Found in / Located in...' 
●​ Describe visible features: shape, size, colour, texture. 
●​ Describe structural components from outermost to innermost (or largest to smallest). 
●​ Use precise biological vocabulary. 

 

Template: Describing a Biological Structure 
The [structure] is [shape/size] and is found [location]. It consists of [component 1], which is 
[description], and [component 2], which is [description]. The outer layer is [name], and the 
inner region contains [name]. [Add relevant quantitative detail if given in the question or 
stimulus.] 

 

3.3 Describing a Chemical Reaction or Observation 
In Chemistry, 'describe' questions often ask about observations — what you SEE, SMELL, or measure 
during a reaction: 

Template: Describing an Observation 
When [reactant A] is added to [reactant B], [observation: colour change / precipitate forms / 
gas produced / temperature change]. The [product/precipitate] is [colour/texture]. The 
solution [becomes clear / turns cloudy / changes from X to Y colour]. [If gas: a gas with [no 
smell / sharp smell / no colour] is produced.] 

 

3.4 Describing a Physics Phenomenon 
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Template: Physics Description 
As [independent variable] increases, [dependent variable] [increases/decreases/remains 
constant]. This relationship is [directly proportional / inversely proportional / non-linear] 
because [brief reason based on observation, not explanation]. The [object/wave/force] 
[moves/travels/acts] in [direction], and the magnitude is [measured value with units]. 
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4. Science: 'Explain' Question Templates 

 
'Explain' questions are the most marks-rich in IGCSE Science, often worth 4–6 marks. The examiner 
expects a logical chain of reasoning. Every time you make a statement, follow it with 'because', 'this 
causes', 'therefore', or 'which means'. 
 

4.1 The PEEL Framework for Science Explanations 

Stage What to Write 

P — Point Make your scientific statement clearly. 

E — Evidence Reference the data, diagram, or scientific 
principle. 

E — Explanation Explain the mechanism using 'because' or 
'this causes'. 

L — Link Connect to the question's outcome or 
conclusion. 

 

4.2 Explaining a Biological Process (e.g., Osmosis, Photosynthesis, Respiration) 

Template: Biological Process Explanation 
When [condition/stimulus], [organism/cell] [does X] because [mechanism]. This 
[causes/leads to] [result], which [means/results in] [outcome relevant to organism 
survival/function]. For example, when [specific condition], [specific molecule/ion] moves 
[direction] across the [membrane/structure] by [process name], causing [observable effect]. 

 
Example Applied — Osmosis: 
When plant cells are placed in a hypertonic solution, water moves by osmosis out of the vacuole across 
the partially permeable membrane down the water potential gradient. This causes the vacuole to shrink 
and the cell membrane to pull away from the cell wall, resulting in plasmolysis. The cell becomes flaccid 
and can no longer provide support to the plant, causing wilting. 
 

4.3 Explaining a Chemical Reaction (Rate, Equilibrium, Electrolysis) 

Template: Chemistry Explanation (Rate of Reaction) 
Increasing [variable, e.g., temperature/concentration/surface area] increases the rate of 
reaction because [mechanism]. This means particles [collide more frequently / have more 
energy / have greater surface area to react]. As a result, more successful collisions occur 
per unit time, and the rate of reaction increases. According to the collision theory, only 
particles with energy equal to or greater than the activation energy can react successfully. 

 

4.4 Explaining a Physics Principle 
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Template: Physics Explanation (Forces, Waves, Electricity) 
When [force/energy/voltage] is applied to [object/circuit/medium], [what happens] because 
[law or principle]. By [Newton's Law / Ohm's Law / Wave equation], we know that [formula 
relationship]. Therefore, as [variable X] increases, [variable Y] [increases/decreases] 
proportionally. This explains why [real-world outcome stated in question]. 
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5. Science: 'Evaluate' and 'Discuss' Question Templates 

 
Extended response questions (typically 6 marks in Science) require you to evaluate methods, 
experiments, or claims. These test AO3: Analysis, Interpretation, and Evaluation skills. 
 

5.1 Evaluating an Experiment or Method 
Use this structure for any question asking you to evaluate the reliability, validity, or quality of an 
experiment: 

1.​ State the strength of the method/design. 
2.​ Identify a specific limitation or source of error. 
3.​ Suggest an improvement with justification. 
4.​ Comment on reliability (repeats) and validity (controls). 
5.​ Draw a conclusion based on the evidence. 

 

Template: Evaluating an Experiment 
Strengths: The experiment controlled [variable] by [method], which ensures a fair test. The 
dependent variable [variable] was measured using [instrument], which gives 
[accurate/precise] results.Limitations: However, [limitation] was not controlled, which means 
[consequence for validity]. Additionally, [source of error, e.g., parallax error / sample size / 
human error] could have affected the results.Improvements: To improve reliability, the 
experiment should be repeated [at least three times] and a mean result calculated. To 
improve validity, [specific control variable] should be kept constant using 
[method].Conclusion: Overall, the evidence [supports/does not fully support] the hypothesis 
because [reason from data]. 

 

5.2 Evaluating a Scientific Claim 

Template: Evaluating a Claim 
The claim that [state claim] is [partially/fully] supported by the evidence. The data shows 
[supporting evidence: values, trend]. This suggests [interpretation].However, the claim is 
limited because [counter-evidence or missing information]. Without [additional 
data/control/repeat], it is not possible to conclude definitively that [claim].Therefore, 
[balanced conclusion: the claim is plausible but requires further investigation to confirm]. 
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6. Biology-Specific Templates 

 

6.1 Explaining Enzyme Action 

Template: Enzyme Questions 
Enzymes are biological catalysts made of protein. The [enzyme name] has an active site 
with a specific shape that is complementary to its substrate. When the [substrate] binds to 
the active site, an enzyme-substrate complex forms. The enzyme catalyses the conversion 
of the substrate to [product(s)], which then leave the active site.Effect of Temperature: As 
temperature increases up to the optimum ([X]°C), the rate of reaction increases because 
molecules have more kinetic energy and collide with the active site more frequently. Above 
[X]°C, the enzyme denatures — the bonds holding the active site in shape break, the active 
site changes shape, the substrate can no longer bind, and the reaction stops.Effect of pH: 
At [optimum pH], the enzyme works fastest. Above or below this, [H+] ions alter the bonds 
holding the active site, changing its shape and preventing substrate binding. 

 

6.2 Describing Mitosis vs Meiosis 

Mitosis Meiosis 

Produces 2 daughter cells Produces 4 daughter cells 

Daughter cells are diploid (2n) Daughter cells are haploid (n) 

Daughter cells are genetically identical Daughter cells are genetically different 

Used for growth and repair Used for sexual reproduction (gametes) 

1 division 2 divisions 
 

6.3 Explaining Homeostasis 

Template: Homeostasis 
Homeostasis is the maintenance of a constant internal environment. When [stimulus, e.g., 
blood glucose rises], [receptor, e.g., beta cells in pancreas] detect the change. A nerve 
impulse / hormone signal is sent to [effector, e.g., liver cells]. The effector [response, e.g., 
converts glucose to glycogen] to bring the level back to normal. This is called negative 
feedback because the response reverses the original change. 
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7. Chemistry-Specific Templates 

 

7.1 Electrolysis Answer Template 

Template: Electrolysis 
During electrolysis of [electrolyte], [positive ions] move towards the cathode (negative 
electrode) and [negative ions] move towards the anode (positive electrode).At the cathode: 
[positive ion] ions gain electrons (reduction) → [product formed]. Example: Cu²⁺ + 2e⁻ → 
CuAt the anode: [negative ion] ions lose electrons (oxidation) → [product formed]. Example: 
2Cl⁻ → Cl₂ + 2e⁻If the electrolyte is a dilute aqueous solution, compare the 
reactivity/discharge preference: [rule for selective discharge — more concentrated / lower 
reactivity discharged first]. 

 

7.2 Equilibrium and Le Chatelier's Principle 

Template: Le Chatelier's Principle 
The reaction is: [write equation with equilibrium arrows]When [change: increase in 
temperature / pressure / concentration] is applied:The equilibrium shifts [left/right] to oppose 
the change. This is because [reason: exothermic/endothermic / more moles on left/right / 
increasing reactant concentration].This causes the yield of [product] to [increase/decrease]. 
In industrial processes, a compromise is used: [temperature X] and [pressure Y] are chosen 
to balance reaction rate with equilibrium yield and economic cost. 

 

7.3 Identifying Ions (Qualitative Analysis) 

Test / Reagent Positive Result (Ion Identified) 

Add dilute HCl → white precipitate Carbonate (CO₃²⁻) — CO₂ gas produced 

Add NaOH → blue precipitate Copper (Cu²⁺) 

Add NaOH → white precipitate (redissolves 
in excess) 

Aluminium (Al³⁺) 

Add NaOH → white precipitate (stays) Calcium (Ca²⁺) or Magnesium (Mg²⁺) 

Add NaOH → green precipitate Iron(II) (Fe²⁺) 

Add NaOH → red-brown precipitate Iron(III) (Fe³⁺) 

Flame test — yellow Sodium (Na⁺) 

Flame test — lilac Potassium (K⁺) 

Add AgNO₃ → white precipitate Chloride (Cl⁻) 

Add AgNO₃ → cream precipitate Bromide (Br⁻) 

Add BaCl₂ → white precipitate Sulfate (SO₄²⁻) 
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8. Physics-Specific Templates 

 

8.1 Explaining Forces and Motion 

Template: Newton's Laws Application 
Initially, [object] is [at rest / moving at constant velocity] because the resultant force is zero 
— the forces are balanced.When [force is applied / force increases], there is a resultant 
force of [direction]. By Newton's Second Law, F = ma, so the object accelerates in the 
direction of the resultant force.As velocity increases, [air resistance / friction] increases until 
it equals the driving force. At this point, the resultant force is again zero and the object 
reaches terminal velocity, travelling at a constant speed. 

 

8.2 Calculating and Explaining Electrical Circuits 
For circuit calculation questions, always follow this sequence: 

6.​ Write the relevant formula (V = IR, P = IV, P = I²R). 
7.​ Substitute known values with correct units. 
8.​ Calculate and state the answer with correct units and significant figures. 
9.​ If asked to explain: link the change in one quantity to another using the formula. 

 

Template: Electrical Explanation 
Using Ohm's Law, V = IR. When [resistance increases / voltage increases], if [other variable] 
remains constant, then [third variable] must [increase/decrease] because [formula 
relationship]. In a series circuit, the total resistance is the sum of individual resistors, so 
[calculation]. In a parallel circuit, the total resistance is less than the smallest individual 
resistance. 

 

8.3 Waves — Properties and Types 

Transverse Waves Longitudinal Waves 

Oscillation perpendicular to direction of 
travel 

Oscillation parallel to direction of travel 

Examples: light, water waves, S-waves Examples: sound, P-waves 

Can travel through vacuum Require a medium to travel 

Show areas of crests and troughs Show areas of compressions and 
rarefactions 
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PART B: HUMANITIES SUBJECTS 
History  •  Geography  •  Economics  •  English Literature & Language 
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9. History: Answer Writing Templates (IGCSE Cambridge) 

 
IGCSE History (Cambridge 0470 / 0977) tests three main skills: describing/explaining events, 
assessing sources, and evaluating historical interpretations. Use the templates below to structure your 
responses for each question type. 
 

9.1 Knowledge Questions (4–6 marks): 'Describe' or 'Explain' 
These shorter-answer questions ask you to describe an event, cause, or consequence. Use factual 
precision and avoid listing unsupported points. 

Template: History 'Explain' Answer (PEEL) 
P — Point: One cause/reason [name it clearly].E — Evidence: [Specific historical fact, date, 
person, or event].E — Explanation: This was significant because [how it caused/led to the 
event in question].L — Link: Therefore, [connect back to the question focus].Repeat this 
PEEL structure for each additional point. Aim for at least 3 well-developed points for 6-mark 
questions. 

 

9.2 Source Analysis Questions (5–7 marks) 
When asked about the message, purpose, or utility of a source: 

10.​Identify: State what the source says/shows literally. 
11.​Analyse: What message or argument is the creator conveying? 
12.​Context: Link to your own knowledge of the period. 
13.​Purpose/NOP: Consider Nature, Origin, Purpose — why was it created? 
14.​Evaluate: How useful/reliable is the source? What are its limitations? 

 

Template: Source Utility Answer 
Source [X] is useful to a historian studying [topic] because [what the source tells us: quote 
or reference]. The source was created by [author] in [date/context], which means [reason 
why this adds/limits its reliability]. Furthermore, the source [supports/contradicts] other 
evidence, such as [your own knowledge]. However, the source is limited because [bias / 
incomplete information / one-sided perspective]. Overall, the source is [very useful / 
somewhat useful / limited] for studying [focus of question]. 

 

9.3 Essay Questions (12–14 marks): 'How far do you agree?' or 'Was X the main 
cause of Y?' 
Extended essay questions require a sustained, balanced argument with a clear conclusion. Use this 
five-paragraph structure: 

1.​ Introduction: State your argument/thesis directly. 
15.​Paragraph 1: Strongest argument FOR the statement (with evidence). 
16.​Paragraph 2: Second argument FOR (different factor/evidence). 
17.​Paragraph 3: Counter-argument — reasons to CHALLENGE the statement. 
18.​Conclusion: Weigh up all evidence and give a clear, justified verdict. 
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Template: History Essay Paragraph 
One reason to agree that [statement] is [point]. For example, [specific historical evidence: 
date, event, person, statistic]. This shows [interpretation — why this supports the argument]. 
Furthermore, [additional detail]. This suggests that [factor X] was [important/the most 
important] because [significance].However, it could be argued that [counter-point]. For 
instance, [counter-evidence]. This challenges the view because [why this is significant]. 
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10. Geography: Answer Writing Templates 

 
IGCSE Geography (Cambridge 0460 / 0976) assesses your ability to describe geographical patterns, 
explain processes, and evaluate management strategies. The templates below cover the most common 
question types. 
 

10.1 Describing a Map, Graph, or Diagram 

Template: Describing Geographical Data 
The [map/graph/diagram] shows [general trend/pattern]. [Region/area A] has [value/feature], 
while [region/area B] has [contrasting value/feature]. The highest [value/density] is found at 
[location], whereas the lowest is at [location].Overall, the [pattern: north/south/urban/rural] 
has [higher/lower values], which may be due to [brief geographical reason — do not 
over-explain here, save for 'explain' questions]. 

 

10.2 Explaining a Geographical Process 
Use this for physical geography processes (e.g., erosion, weathering, urbanisation, climate): 

Template: Explaining a Geographical Process 
The process of [name] occurs when [conditions]. First, [step 1: what happens]. This causes 
[result 1]. Second, [step 2]. As a result, [result 2]. This process is influenced by [factor 1] and 
[factor 2], which [increase/decrease] the rate.For example, in [named location], [process] 
has led to [observable effect], demonstrating the significance of this process in shaping 
[landscape/urban area/economic pattern]. 

 

10.3 Evaluating a Management Strategy 
For questions asking whether a strategy is effective, or comparing sustainable vs. non-sustainable 
approaches: 

Template: Evaluating a Management Strategy 
One advantage of [strategy] is [benefit], because [reason]. For example, in [named 
location/case study], [strategy] led to [measurable outcome].However, [strategy] has 
limitations. [Limitation 1: social/economic/environmental cost]. Furthermore, [Limitation 2]. 
This means the strategy may not be [sustainable/equitable/cost-effective] in the long 
term.An alternative approach is [alternative strategy], which [advantage]. However, this also 
faces challenges such as [challenge].Overall, [strategy A] is more effective than [strategy B] 
because [reason], although the best outcomes are achieved when [integrated management 
approach]. 

 

10.4 Case Study Integration 

Eclassopedia Reminder 
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In IGCSE Geography, named case studies are essential. Always include: the name of the 
place, the country and continent, a specific date or time period, and at least one statistic or 
named feature. Generic answers without case study references will score significantly lower. 
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11. Economics: Answer Writing Templates 

 
IGCSE Economics (Cambridge 0455 / 0987) tests both knowledge of economic concepts and the ability 
to analyse, evaluate, and apply theory to real-world contexts. The key is to use economic terminology 
correctly and construct clear logical arguments. 
 

11.1 Defining Economic Terms (1–2 marks) 

Template: Defining an Economic Term 
[Term] refers to [precise definition using economic terminology]. For example, [brief 
real-world or numerical illustration].Note: For 2-mark definition questions, include the key 
concept AND one brief example or elaboration. 

 

11.2 Explaining an Economic Concept (4–6 marks) 

Template: Economic Explanation 
When [cause/change in variable], [economic actor — consumer/firm/government] will 
[response]. This is because [economic theory/mechanism: price mechanism, incentive 
effect, multiplier, etc.].As a result, [consequence 1 for market/economy]. Furthermore, this 
leads to [consequence 2]. Using a diagram: [describe the shift — demand curve shifts right / 
supply curve shifts left / price increases to P2 / quantity falls to Q2].Therefore, [summary of 
effect on price, output, employment, or welfare]. 

 

11.3 Analysing a Policy (Government Intervention Questions) 

Policy Type Key Arguments Structure 

Taxation Raises revenue, reduces consumption of 
demerit goods, but may be regressive — 
burden falls more on lower-income groups. 

Subsidies Lowers prices for consumers, supports 
domestic producers, but costs government 
revenue and may cause inefficiency. 

Price Controls (ceiling/floor) Protects consumers (ceiling) or producers 
(floor), but creates shortages or surpluses. 

Interest Rate Changes Higher rates reduce borrowing/spending 
(contractionary), lower rates stimulate 
economy (expansionary). 

Trade Protectionism Protects domestic jobs, but raises consumer 
prices and may reduce economic efficiency. 

 

11.4 Evaluate Essay Template (8–12 marks) 
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Template: Economics Evaluate Essay 
Introduction: Define key terms and introduce the debate. State your initial view.Argument 
FOR: [Economic argument 1 with theory and diagram reference]. This would [effect on 
price/output/employment/welfare]. For example, [real-world context].Argument FOR: 
[Economic argument 2]. Furthermore, [extended analysis].Counter-argument: However, 
[challenge to the policy/claim]. This is because [economic mechanism]. As a result, 
[negative consequence].Additional factor: The effectiveness of [policy/factor] also depends 
on [PED/income elasticity / time lag / government effectiveness / external 
factors].Conclusion: On balance, [policy/factor] is [effective/ineffective/more effective than 
alternatives] because [strongest reason]. However, the outcome depends on [key condition], 
and therefore a [nuanced/contextual] approach is recommended. 
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12. English Language: Answer Writing Templates 

 
IGCSE English Language (Cambridge 0500 / 0990) assesses reading comprehension, language 
analysis, summary writing, and directed/extended writing. Use these templates to maximise your marks 
in each section. 
 

12.1 Reading Comprehension — Inference Questions 

Template: Inference Answer 
From the text, we can infer that [inference — what is implied but not stated]. This is 
suggested by [direct reference or quotation from text — keep brief]. This implies [deeper 
meaning / connotation / character emotion], which tells the reader [interpretation]. 

 

12.2 Language Analysis (Writer's Techniques) 
When analysing language effects, use the PETAL or PEER structure: 

Element What to Write 

P — Point Identify the technique: metaphor, simile, 
personification, repetition, list of three, 
emotive language, etc. 

E — Evidence Quote the word/phrase from the text (keep 
quotes short — 2–6 words). 

T/E — Technique/Effect Name the technique and explain its effect on 
the reader. 

A/R — Audience/Reader How does the reader feel or think as a 
result? What atmosphere is created? 

 

Template: Language Analysis Paragraph 
The writer uses [technique] in the phrase '[short quotation]'. This [verb: suggests / creates / 
implies / emphasises / evokes] [effect/image/emotion]. The word '[key word]' in particular 
[connotation/effect]. This makes the reader feel [emotion] / creates a sense of [atmosphere] 
/ reinforces the idea that [theme/message]. 

 

12.3 Summary Writing 
Summary questions ask you to find and restate key points in your own words. Follow this process: 

19.​Read the question carefully — identify exactly what information you need. 
20.​Skim the relevant section of the text and underline/highlight relevant points. 
21.​Restate each point in your own words — do not copy text verbatim. 
22.​Link points with connectives: furthermore, additionally, however, in contrast. 
23.​Stick to the word limit and do not include your opinion. 
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Template: Summary Opening 
The passage describes [topic]. According to the author, [point 1 in your own words]. 
Furthermore, [point 2]. The text also notes that [point 3]. In addition, [point 4]. The author 
emphasises that [point 5]. 

 

12.4 Directed Writing and Extended Writing 
For articles, letters, speeches, and reports — always match format to purpose: 

Text Type Key Format Features 

Article Headline, subheadings, informal-to-formal 
register, direct address, facts and opinions. 

Formal Letter Your address, date, recipient address, Dear 
Sir/Madam, subject line, formal register, 
Yours faithfully. 

Speech Greeting: 'Good morning, ladies and 
gentlemen', rhetorical questions, rule of 
three, direct address, strong conclusion. 

Report Title, subheadings, formal register, bullet 
points, factual and objective tone, 
recommendations. 

Narrative/Descriptive Vivid imagery, sensory detail, varied 
sentence structure, figurative language, 
engaging opening. 
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13. English Literature: Essay Templates 

 
IGCSE English Literature (Cambridge 0475 / 0992) assesses your ability to write analytically about 
prose, poetry, and drama. Examiners reward close analysis of language, structure, and context. 
 

13.1 Poetry Analysis Essay 

Template: Poetry Analysis 
Introduction: [Poem title] by [Author] explores the theme of [theme]. The poet uses [main 
techniques: imagery, tone, structure] to convey [central message or emotional 
journey].Paragraph 1 (Opening/Tone): The poem opens with [observation about first 
stanza/lines]. The [tone: melancholic/celebratory/angry] is established through [technique + 
quotation + effect]. This immediately tells the reader [interpretation].Paragraph 2 
(Language/Imagery): The poet's use of [technique] in '[quotation]' creates [image/effect]. 
The word '[key word]' carries connotations of [connotation], which reinforces the poem's 
exploration of [theme].Paragraph 3 (Structure/Form): The poem is structured as [form: 
sonnet/free verse/ballad], which [effect of form]. The use of [enjambment/caesura/rhyme 
scheme] in [specific lines] [effect on pace/meaning/emotion].Conclusion: Overall, [author] 
presents [theme] as [interpretation], using [main techniques]. The poem is effective because 
[personal response with justification]. 

 

13.2 Prose/Drama Essay (Character or Theme) 

Template: Prose/Drama Essay 
Introduction: In [text title], [author] explores [theme/character quality] through [key 
scenes/moments]. The text [argues/suggests/presents] that [thesis statement].Paragraph 1: 
In [specific chapter/scene/act], [character] [action]. The author uses [technique: 
dialogue/description/contrast] to show [character quality/theme]. For example, '[quotation]' 
suggests that [interpretation]. This is significant because [link to theme or wider 
context].Paragraph 2: Furthermore, [author] develops this idea in [another scene]. 
[Character's] [action/speech] reveals [new aspect]. The language '[quotation]' implies 
[effect], demonstrating [theme].Paragraph 3 (Challenge/Complexity): However, [character] 
also [contrasting action/quality]. This complexity is important because [reason — shows 
moral ambiguity / development / authorial intent].Conclusion: [Author] ultimately presents 
[theme/character] as [interpretation]. Through [main techniques], the text suggests 
[message], which resonates with the reader because [wider relevance or personal 
response]. 
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14. Mark Allocation Strategy & Exam Timing 

 
One of the most important skills in IGCSE examinations is managing your time and calibrating the 
length of your answers to the marks available. Use the following guide to plan every examination. 
 

Marks Available Recommended Answer Approach 

1 mark One precise word, term, or fact. No 
explanation needed. 

2 marks One clear point + one piece of supporting 
evidence or elaboration. 

3 marks Two or three distinct points. Alternatively: 
one developed PEEL point. 

4 marks Two well-developed PEEL points with 
evidence. ~6–8 sentences. 

6 marks Three developed points OR four points with 
evidence. ~10–14 sentences. 

8–10 marks Full structured response: intro + 3 
paragraphs + conclusion. ~200–300 words. 

12–14 marks Full essay: intro + 4–5 paragraphs 
(balanced argument) + conclusion. 
~400–500 words. 

 

14.1 Time Allocation Formula 
Use this formula in every paper: Total time ÷ Total marks = Time per mark. For example, in a 90-minute 
paper worth 80 marks: 90 ÷ 80 ≈ 1.1 minutes per mark. A 6-mark question should take approximately 
6–7 minutes to answer. 
 

Eclassopedia Golden Rule 
If you finish early, do NOT leave. Use remaining time to: (1) add missing evidence to short 
answers, (2) strengthen your evaluation paragraphs, (3) check that you have answered 
every part of every question, and (4) ensure your conclusion directly addresses the question 
wording. 
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15. Common Mistakes to Avoid in IGCSE Exams 

 
Our Eclassopedia tutors have identified the following recurring errors that cost students marks across 
all subjects: 
 

Common Mistake How to Avoid It 

Writing 'it' or 'this' without a clear noun 
referent 

Always be specific: instead of 'it increases', 
write 'the rate of photosynthesis increases'. 

Describing instead of explaining When the question says 'explain', always 
include 'because', 'therefore', or 'which 
means'. 

Not using subject-specific vocabulary Examiners reward precise terminology. 
Replace general words with technical ones. 

Ignoring the command word Underline the command word in every 
question before you begin writing. 

Writing more than the marks require Longer is not better. A concise, accurate 
3-mark answer beats a rambling 8-sentence 
one. 

Forgetting units in calculations Always write units (kg, m/s, °C, cm³, kJ/mol) 
— missing units cost a mark. 

Repeating the same point in different words Each mark requires a NEW and DISTINCT 
piece of information. 

Leaving questions blank Attempt every question. Partial credit is 
possible even for incomplete answers. 

Not using case studies (Humanities) Always name a specific place, event, or 
example — generic answers score much 
lower. 

Starting essays with 'In this essay...' Start directly with your argument or the first 
key point — do not announce what you will 
do. 

 
 

© 2026 Eclassopedia. All rights reserved. | www.eclassopedia.com | Expert IGCSE Tutoring 



ECLASSOPEDIA  |  IGCSE Answer Writing Templates 2026Page 27 

16. Pre-Examination Revision Checklist 

 
Use this Eclassopedia checklist in the weeks leading up to your IGCSE examinations to ensure you are 
fully prepared: 
 

Science Subjects 
●​ I know the command words and what each requires in my answer. 
●​ I can describe graphs with specific data values and correct units. 
●​ I can write a full PEEL explanation for key processes (osmosis, enzyme action, Newton's laws, 

electrolysis). 
●​ I have memorised key definitions and can write them precisely. 
●​ I can evaluate experiments: strength, limitation, improvement, conclusion. 
●​ I have practised calculation questions and know when to show working. 

 

Humanities Subjects 
●​ I can structure a History essay with intro, balanced argument, and justified conclusion. 
●​ I know at least two named case studies per Geography topic. 
●​ I can use economic diagrams (demand/supply shifts) and explain them in words. 
●​ I can analyse language techniques using PETAL with short quotations. 
●​ I can write in the correct format and register for directed writing tasks. 
●​ I understand how to use sources critically (NOP framework) in History. 

 

A Message from Eclassopedia 
At Eclassopedia, we believe that every student has the potential to excel in their IGCSE 
examinations with the right guidance, structured practice, and consistent effort. These 
templates are tools — your success comes from practising them regularly until they become 
second nature. Our expert tutors are always here to help you apply these frameworks to 
past paper questions and refine your exam technique. Best of luck for 2026! 
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Quick Reference: At-a-Glance Answer Frameworks 

 
Keep this page handy during revision sessions as a quick reminder of the core structures: 
 

Question Type Core Framework 

Science: Describe (graph) Trend + values + units + anomaly (if any) 

Science: Explain (process) PEEL — Point, Evidence, Explain 
(because/therefore), Link 

Science: Evaluate (experiment) Strength → Limitation → Improvement → 
Conclusion 

History: Short answer PEEL × 3 with specific dates/events/people 

History: Source analysis What it shows → Purpose/NOP → Own 
knowledge → Utility + Limitation 

History: Essay (agree/disagree) Intro → For × 2 → Against × 1 → 
Conclusion with verdict 

Geography: Describe (map/graph) Overall trend + specific values + regional 
contrast 

Geography: Explain (process) Sequence of steps → Cause → Effect → 
Example 

Geography: Evaluate (strategy) Advantage → Limitation → Alternative → 
Overall judgement 

Economics: Define Precise definition + brief example or 
illustration 

Economics: Explain Theory → Mechanism → Diagram 
description → Consequence 

Economics: Evaluate essay Intro → For × 2 → Against → Qualifications 
→ Conclusion 

English Language: Comprehension Identify → Quote → Technique → Effect → 
Reader response 

English Language: Summary Restate in own words → link points → no 
personal opinion 

English Literature: Essay Intro (thesis) → PETAL × 3–4 → Conclusion 
(wider meaning) 
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