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Section 1: Understanding the IGCSE Edexcel System 

 

Before you can conquer the IGCSE Edexcel exams, you must understand exactly how they 
work. Knowledge of the system is your first competitive advantage — and most students skip 
this step entirely. 

 

1.1 What Is IGCSE Edexcel? 

The International General Certificate of Secondary Education (IGCSE) offered by Pearson 
Edexcel is one of the world's most widely recognised qualifications for students aged 14 to 16. It 
is accepted by universities, employers, and institutions across more than 120 countries and 
serves as a crucial stepping stone toward A-Levels, the IB Diploma, and beyond. 
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Unlike national GCSEs taken in England, the IGCSE is specifically designed for international 
students and is offered in a wide array of subjects — from the sciences and mathematics to 
humanities, languages, and the arts. Edexcel is one of several examination boards offering 
IGCSE qualifications, alongside Cambridge (CIE), and is respected globally for the rigor, clarity, 
and career relevance of its curriculum. 

 

1.2 Grading: The A* to G Scale 

Edexcel IGCSE uses a letter-based grading scale. Here is what each grade means and what 
universities typically expect: 

 

Grade What It Means University Perception 

A* Outstanding performance — top 5-
10% of candidates 

Highly competitive; sought by 
elite universities 

A Excellent understanding and 
application 

Strong performance; meets 
most entry requirements 

B Good performance with minor gaps Acceptable; may need strong 
A-Level results 

C Adequate understanding Minimum pass for most 
progression paths 

D–G Below expectations May need re-sits or additional 
support 

U Ungraded / unclassified No qualification awarded 

 

💡 Pro Tip 

Aim for at least 8 subjects with strong grades (A or above) to keep your university options 
open. Top universities typically require a minimum of 5 A*-C grades including English and 
Mathematics. 

 

1.3 How the Exams Are Structured 

Most IGCSE Edexcel subjects are divided into two tiers — Foundation and Higher — to 
accommodate different ability levels. However, some subjects (like English Literature) are un-
tiered, meaning all students sit the same papers. 

 

• Foundation Tier: Grades C to G are available. This tier is recommended for students 
who are still solidifying their understanding. 
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• Higher Tier: Grades A* to D are available. This is the tier most students aiming for top 
universities should attempt. 

• Papers: Most subjects have 2 to 3 examination papers. Some subjects include 
coursework components (such as controlled assessments or practical work in sciences). 

• Duration: Papers typically range from 1 hour to 2.5 hours depending on the subject. 

 

⚠️ Watch Out! 

Choosing the wrong tier is a costly mistake. If you sit Foundation and want an A, it is simply 
not possible — the maximum grade on Foundation is C. Always confirm your tier with your 
teacher well before the exam window. 

 

 

Section 2: Subject-by-Subject Survival Strategies 

 

Each IGCSE Edexcel subject has its own personality, its own examination style, and its own 
unique pitfalls. Below, we break down the most popular subjects and give you targeted 
strategies for each. 

 

2.1 Mathematics (4MA1) 

Mathematics is the foundation of many IGCSE pathways. Edexcel IGCSE Maths has two 
papers — Paper 1 (non-calculator) and Paper 2 (calculator allowed). 

 

Key Topics You Cannot Afford to Miss: 

• Algebra: Expanding brackets, factorising, solving equations and inequalities 

• Number: Standard form, percentages, ratio and proportion, fractions 

• Geometry: Circle theorems, Pythagoras, trigonometry (SOHCAHTOA and beyond) 

• Statistics & Probability: Histograms, cumulative frequency, tree diagrams 

• Functions and Graphs: Transformations, inverse functions, quadratic graphs 

 

DO THIS 
Practice past papers under timed conditions 
every week 
Show all working — even if your final answer 
is wrong, method marks can save you 

AVOID THIS 
Skipping topics you find hard — they WILL 
appear on the paper 
Rushing through the paper without checking 
your answers 
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💡 Pro Tip 

For Paper 1 (non-calculator), master mental arithmetic and estimation. For Paper 2, use 
your calculator efficiently — know how to use the table, stat, and solve functions. A 
graphical calculator can save significant time. 

 

2.2 English Language (4EA1) 

English Language is typically compulsory and tests your reading comprehension and writing 
skills across multiple text types. Two papers cover both skills: Paper 1 (Non-fiction texts) and 
Paper 2 (Fiction and imaginative writing). 

 

Reading Questions — What Examiners Want: 

• Identify specific information (1-2 mark questions): Locate and copy relevant details 
directly from the text. Be precise. 

• Inference questions (3-4 marks): Use textual evidence and explain what it implies. 
Always quote then explain. 

• Language analysis (5-6 marks): Identify techniques (metaphor, alliteration, 
personification), quote them, and explain the effect on the reader. Use PEE (Point, 
Evidence, Explain) or PEEC (Effect, Comment). 

• Comparison questions: Link ideas from two texts, using connectives such as 'Similarly,' 
'In contrast,' and 'Whereas.' 

 

Writing Questions — Earning Top Marks: 

• Structure your response: Introduction, developed body paragraphs, a conclusion. For 
creative writing, think about narrative arc. 

• Vary your sentence structures: Use a mix of short punchy sentences and longer complex 
ones for deliberate effect. 

• Vocabulary is key: Aim for precise, varied word choices. Avoid repeating the same 
adjectives. Use sophisticated connectives. 

• Proofread: Reserve the last 5 minutes to check for spelling and punctuation errors. 

 

⚠️ Watch Out! 

Do not retell the story for language analysis questions. Examiners want to see HOW the 
writer uses language and WHY it is effective — not a summary of what happens. 
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2.3 English Literature (4ET1) 

IGCSE English Literature requires you to analyse prose, poetry, and drama with confidence. 
You must demonstrate close reading skills and an understanding of context, theme, and 
character. 

 

Poetry Analysis Framework (SMILAD): 

• Structure: How is the poem arranged? Stanzas, line lengths, rhyme scheme? 

• Meaning: What is the literal and deeper meaning of the poem? 

• Imagery: What images does the poet create? How do they affect the reader? 

• Language: What specific words and techniques are used? What are their connotations? 

• Attitude/Tone: What is the speaker's tone? How does it shift? 

• Devices: Identify literary devices — enjambment, caesura, alliteration, assonance. 

 

💡 Pro Tip 

For unseen poetry, spend 3 minutes reading carefully before you write a single word. 
Underline key phrases, note any patterns, and identify the speaker's emotional journey. 
Your annotations are your plan. 

 

2.4 Biology (4BI1), Chemistry (4CH1), and Physics (4PH1) 

The three sciences share a similar structure at Edexcel IGCSE: Paper 1 (multiple choice and 
short answer) and Paper 2 (longer structured questions). Many schools also require practical 
work, assessed through coursework. 

 

Biology Focus Areas Chemistry Focus Areas Physics Focus Areas 

Cell biology & microscopy Atomic structure & bonding Forces and motion 

Genetics & DNA Acids, bases and salts Electricity & magnetism 

Human body systems Rates of reaction Waves and optics 

Photosynthesis & respiration Organic chemistry Energy resources 

Ecology & environment Electrochemistry Radioactivity 

 

Science Exam Strategy: 

• Always use the correct units in calculations — losing marks over missing units is 
avoidable. 

• Learn all required practical experiments — Paper 2 frequently asks you to describe, 
analyse, or evaluate experiments. 

• For six-mark questions, structure your answer as a mini-essay with logical sequencing. 
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• Diagrams must be large, clear, and fully labelled. A good diagram can earn full marks. 

 

2.5 Business Studies (4BS1) 

IGCSE Business Studies examines your ability to apply business concepts to real-world 
scenarios. The examination heavily emphasises analysis and evaluation, not just knowledge 
recall. 

 

The PEEL Framework for Business Answers: 

• Point: State your argument clearly. 

• Evidence: Reference the case study or data provided. 

• Explain: Elaborate on how your point connects to the business context. 

• Link: Conclude by linking back to the question. 

 

💡 Pro Tip 

For 'Justify' or 'Recommend' questions, always consider BOTH sides of an argument before 
coming to a reasoned conclusion. Examiners reward balanced analysis — even when 
recommending one option, acknowledge the limitations. 

 

2.6 Economics (4EC1) 

Economics requires you to understand and apply both micro and macroeconomic theory, 
interpret data, draw diagrams, and make evaluative judgements. Diagram accuracy is critical — 
a mislabelled supply and demand curve costs marks. 

 

• Microeconomics: Supply and demand, price elasticity, market structures, market failure 

• Macroeconomics: GDP, inflation, unemployment, balance of payments, fiscal and 
monetary policy 

• Development Economics: Human Development Index, trade vs. aid, economic growth 

 

⚠️ Watch Out! 

Always label your economics diagrams fully: axes must have titles, curves must be labelled, 
and any shifts must show both the original and new positions with arrows indicating 
direction. 
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2.7 History (4HI1) 

IGCSE History at Edexcel is heavily source-based. You will need to evaluate historical sources 
for usefulness, reliability, and purpose, as well as write extended essays demonstrating 
historical knowledge. 

 

Source Evaluation Checklist (OPCVL): 

• Origin: Who created the source, when, and where? 

• Purpose: Why was the source created? To inform, persuade, record? 

• Content: What does the source tell us about the historical event? 

• Value: What is the source useful for? What does it reveal about attitudes or events? 

• Limitation: What might the source omit, exaggerate, or misrepresent? 

 

 

 

Section 3: Study Planning and Time Management 

 

Academic success at IGCSE level is largely a product of how you manage your time over the 
course of two years — not just how hard you work in the weeks before the exam. This section 
gives you a structured system for planning your studies. 

 

3.1 The Year-by-Year Study Roadmap 

Year 1 (Grade 9): Build Foundations Year 2 (Grade 10): Consolidate and Excel 

1. Attend every class and take 
structured notes 

2. Review each topic within 24 hours of 
learning it 

3. Build a glossary for each subject 

4. Begin light past paper practice from 
Term 2 

5. Identify and address weak topics 
early 

6. Complete one full past paper per 
subject monthly 

7. Intensify revision from January 
onwards 

8. Create condensed revision notes 
(mind maps, flashcards) 

9. Simulate full exam conditions from 
March 

10. Focus on mark scheme literacy and 
exam technique 
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3.2 The 12-Week Pre-Exam Revision Plan 

The 12 weeks before your exams are the most critical. Here is how Eclassopedia recommends 
you structure them: 

 

Phase Focus & Activities 

Weeks 12–9 Content Coverage: Systematically revisit every topic in all subjects. Use 
your textbook, teacher notes, and Eclassopedia resources to ensure no 
topic is left unreviewed. Create topic checklists. 

Weeks 8–6 Practice & Identify Gaps: Begin timed past paper practice. After each 
paper, mark it using the official mark scheme. Create a 'gap list' of topics 
where you are losing marks. 

Weeks 5–4 Targeted Revision: Focus exclusively on your gap list. Re-learn weak 
areas. Use active recall techniques (flashcards, self-quizzing) rather than 
passive re-reading. 

Weeks 3–2 Exam Simulation: Complete full papers under strict exam conditions — no 
interruptions, no notes, timed exactly. Review every answer against the 
mark scheme. 

Week 1 Final Polish: Light revision only. Go over your condensed notes, review key 
formulas, vocabulary, and case studies. Prioritise sleep, nutrition, and 
mental well-being. 

 

3.3 Daily Study Routine That Works 

Here is a daily revision schedule proven to maximise retention without burnout: 

 

• 6:00–7:30 AM: Morning review session. Start with yesterday's material — spaced 
repetition at its best. 

• 3:30–5:00 PM: After school block. Tackle one subject's past paper questions. Focus on 
exam technique. 

• 7:00–9:00 PM: Evening study session. Two focused 45-minute blocks with a 15-minute 
break. New content or flashcard review. 

• 9:00–9:30 PM: Wind-down review. Quick scan of key notes from the day. No screens 
after this. 

 

💡 Pro Tip 

Use the Pomodoro Technique: study for 25 minutes, then take a 5-minute break. After 4 
rounds, take a 20-minute break. This technique combats procrastination and maintains 
focus. Set a physical timer — phones are distractions. 
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Section 4: Exam Technique Mastery 

 

Knowing the content is only half the battle. How you present your knowledge in the exam room 
determines your final grade. This section reveals the examiner-approved techniques that 
separate A* candidates from the rest. 

 

4.1 Before the Exam: The Preparation Ritual 

• Night before: Light review only — go over key formulas and concepts. Pack your bag 
early. Sleep for at least 8 hours. 

• Morning of: Eat a proper breakfast. Arrive 20 minutes early. Review one condensed 
summary page in the waiting area. 

• In the exam hall: Read the instructions carefully before starting. Write your name and 
candidate number immediately. 

• First 5 minutes: Skim the entire paper. Identify easy questions (answer these first), mark 
difficult ones for later. 

 

4.2 Tackling Different Question Types 

 

Multiple Choice Questions (MCQs) 

• Read every option before selecting — the first answer that seems right may not be the 
best. 

• Use elimination: cross out answers you know are incorrect to narrow your choice. 

• If unsure, make your best educated guess — there is no negative marking in Edexcel 
IGCSE. 

• Never leave an MCQ blank. 

 

Short Answer Questions (1–4 Marks) 

• Be direct and concise — do not over-explain. One clear, accurate point per mark. 

• Use key terminology from the syllabus — examiners are looking for specific vocabulary. 

• Check the number of marks available and match your answer accordingly. 

 

Extended Response and Essay Questions (6–12 Marks) 

• Spend 2 minutes planning before writing — a brief outline saves time and improves 
structure. 

• Use PEEL or equivalent framework: Point, Evidence, Explanation, Link back to question. 
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• For science extended questions: follow a logical sequence (cause → process → effect). 

• Always write a conclusion for humanities and business questions. 

• Use the mark scheme language where possible — examiners reward use of prescribed 
terminology. 

 

4.3 The Mark Scheme Mind-Set 

One of the most powerful things you can do to improve your grades is to study mark schemes 
— not just past papers. Examiners write very specific mark schemes that reveal exactly what 
they expect to see. 

 

11. Download mark schemes alongside every past paper you practise with. 

12. After completing a question, read the mark scheme before looking at model answers. 

13. Identify the 'trigger words' — these are the specific terms and concepts that earn marks. 

14. Notice how the mark scheme structures explanations — replicate this structure in your 
own answers. 

15. Track where you consistently lose marks. These are your priority revision topics. 

 

Mark Scheme Insight from Eclassopedia 

In science subjects, mark schemes often use the word 'accept' to show alternative valid 
answers, and 'do not accept' to flag common wrong answers. Reading both columns 
teaches you what to write AND what to avoid — a double benefit that most students miss 
entirely. 

 

4.4 Time Management in the Exam 

Running out of time in the exam is one of the most common and entirely avoidable reasons for 
losing marks. 

 

• Rule of thumb: Allocate 1 minute per mark. A 4-mark question gets 4 minutes; a 10-mark 
question gets 10 minutes. 

• Wear a watch: Never rely on the clock at the front of the hall — it may be blocked by 
other students. 

• Move on: If you are stuck on a question for more than twice its allocated time, move on 
and return at the end. 

• Reserve 5–10 minutes for checking: Use this time to check calculations, spelling, and 
whether you have answered ALL parts of every question. 
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⚠️ Watch Out! 

One of the most common mistakes is spending 20 minutes on a 2-mark question because 
you 'nearly have it.' Partial credit is better than sacrificing easier marks later in the paper. 
Always prioritise total marks available. 

 

 

Section 5: Revision Techniques That Actually Work 

 

Not all study methods are equal. Research in cognitive psychology consistently shows that 
some revision techniques dramatically outperform others. Eclassopedia brings you the science-
backed methods used by top students worldwide. 

 

5.1 The Forgetting Curve and Spaced Repetition 

German psychologist Hermann Ebbinghaus discovered that we forget approximately 70% of 
new information within 24 hours if we do not review it. However, each time we review material at 
the right interval, the forgetting curve flattens — meaning we retain information for longer. 

 

Spaced Repetition Schedule (days after initial learning): 

 

Review 1 Review 2 Review 3 Review 4 

Day 1 Day 3 Day 7 Day 21+ 

 

💡 Pro Tip 

Use apps like Anki (free) to automate spaced repetition. Create digital flashcards for key 
definitions, formulas, and case studies. The app will automatically schedule your reviews at 
optimal intervals. 

 

5.2 Active Recall: The Most Powerful Study Method 

Active recall means forcing your brain to retrieve information without looking at your notes — the 
act of retrieval itself strengthens the memory trace more powerfully than any amount of re-
reading. 

 

• The Blank Page Method: After studying a topic, close your notes and write down 
everything you remember on a blank page. Then check what you missed. 
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• Flashcard Self-Quizzing: Cover the answer and try to recall it. Only mark it correct if you 
retrieved the FULL answer, not just a vague impression. 

• Practice Questions: Use past paper questions as active recall prompts. This 
simultaneously builds exam technique. 

• The Feynman Technique: Explain a concept aloud (or in writing) as if teaching it to a 12-
year-old. Gaps in your explanation reveal gaps in your understanding. 

 

5.3 Mind Mapping for Visual Learners 

Mind maps are excellent for subjects with lots of interconnected concepts — Biology, History, 
Business Studies, and Economics benefit particularly from this technique. 

 

• Start with the central topic in the middle of the page. 

• Branch out to key subtopics, using different colours for each branch. 

• Add sub-branches for specific details, examples, and keywords. 

• Include small sketches or symbols — visual cues boost memory retention. 

• Create your map FROM MEMORY first, then compare to your notes and add what you 
missed in a different colour. 

 

5.4 Cornell Notes System 

The Cornell Notes method transforms passive note-taking into an active learning process, 
making your notes a revision tool in themselves. 

 

How to set up Cornell Notes: 

• Divide your page into three sections: a narrow left column (2.5 inches), a wide right 
column (6 inches), and a summary box at the bottom. 

• During class or study: Write key ideas, explanations, and examples in the wide right 
column. 

• After class: Write questions, keywords, or cues in the left column — these should prompt 
recall of the content on the right. 

• Summary: At the bottom, write a 3–5 sentence summary of the entire page in your own 
words. 

• Revision: Cover the right column and use the left-column cues to test your recall. 
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Section 6: Mental Health, Wellbeing, and Exam Stress 

 

The IGCSE years can be intensely stressful. At Eclassopedia, we believe that a healthy mind is 
the foundation of academic excellence. Ignoring your wellbeing is not dedication — it is 
counterproductive. 

 

6.1 Understanding Exam Anxiety 

Exam anxiety is normal and, in moderate amounts, actually improves performance by 
sharpening focus. However, excessive anxiety impairs memory retrieval, reduces concentration, 
and can lead to underperformance despite strong preparation. 

 

Signs of Excessive Exam Anxiety: 

• Physical symptoms: headaches, stomach upset, insomnia, rapid heartbeat 

• Cognitive symptoms: blanking out during revision, catastrophic thinking, inability to 
concentrate 

• Behavioural symptoms: avoidance of revision, procrastination, social withdrawal 

 

Eclassopedia Reminder 

If you are experiencing severe anxiety, please speak to a teacher, school counsellor, or 
trusted adult. Academic results are important — but they do not define your worth as a 
person. Help is always available. 

 

6.2 Stress Management Techniques 

The 4-7-8 Breathing Technique (Use This Before Exams): 

16. Breathe in through your nose for 4 counts. 

17. Hold your breath for 7 counts. 

18. Exhale completely through your mouth for 8 counts. 

19. Repeat 4 times. This activates the parasympathetic nervous system, reducing the stress 
response within minutes. 

 

• Regular Exercise: Even 20–30 minutes of walking, cycling, or sport per day significantly 
reduces cortisol levels and improves cognitive function. Schedule exercise like a study 
session. 

• Sleep: The brain consolidates memories during sleep. Cutting sleep to study more is a 
false economy. Aim for 8–9 hours per night during exam periods. 

• Social Connection: Do not isolate yourself during exam season. Brief social interactions 
with friends and family restore mental energy. 
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• Mindfulness: Spend 10 minutes per day in mindfulness or meditation. Apps like 
Headspace or Calm offer guided sessions specifically designed for students. 

 

6.3 The Night Before and Morning of the Exam 

The Night Before The Morning Of 

20. Light revision only — no new content 

21. Pack your bag: pens, pencils, 
calculator, ID 

22. Avoid screens for 1 hour before bed 

23. Set two alarm clocks — do not take 
chances 

24. Sleep by 10 PM at the latest 

25. Eat a proper breakfast — brain food 
is real 

26. Do light revision with condensed 
notes only 

27. Arrive 20 minutes before the exam 
starts 

28. Use 4-7-8 breathing if you feel 
anxious 

29. Remind yourself: you have prepared 
for this 

 

 

Section 7: Resources, Tools, and Eclassopedia 
Support 

 

Success at IGCSE Edexcel is not a solo journey. Using the right resources — and the right 
support — can transform your results. 

 

7.1 Official Resources You Must Use 

• Edexcel Past Papers: Available on the Pearson Edexcel website going back many 
years. These are the single most valuable revision resource available. Prioritise papers 
from the last 5 years. 

• Mark Schemes: Always download alongside past papers. Study how marks are allocated 
— not just whether your answer is right or wrong. 

• Examiner Reports: These gold-mine documents are published by Edexcel after each 
exam session. They detail the most common mistakes students make. Reading them 
reveals examiner expectations with startling clarity. 

• Specification Documents: The official IGCSE specification lists every topic that can be 
examined. Use it as a checklist to ensure you have covered everything. 
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7.2 Digital Tools and Apps 

Tool / App Best Used For Cost 

Anki Spaced repetition flashcards for 
any subject 

Free 

Quizlet Pre-made and custom flashcard 
decks 

Free / Premium 

Khan Academy Mathematics and Science 
explanations 

Free 

Revision Village IGCSE Maths worked solutions Free / Premium 

Eclassopedia Expert tutoring, full subject 
courses, past paper coaching 

Subscription 

PhET Simulations Interactive science experiment 
simulations 

Free 

GoodNotes / 
Notability 

Digital note-taking and 
annotation 

Paid 

Forest App Focus timer with gamification 
(Pomodoro) 

Free / Paid 

 

7.3 How Eclassopedia Can Help You Score Higher 

At Eclassopedia, we go beyond standard tutoring to offer a holistic academic success 
programme for IGCSE Edexcel students: 

 

• One-to-One Expert Tutoring: Personalised sessions with subject specialists who know 
the Edexcel syllabus inside-out. Lessons are adapted to your specific gaps and learning 
style. 

• Structured Online Courses: Full IGCSE subject courses with video lessons, worked 
examples, and practice questions aligned to the latest Edexcel specification. 

• Past Paper Coaching Sessions: Live walkthroughs of past papers with an expert tutor, 
focusing on exam technique, mark scheme alignment, and time management. 

• Mock Exam Programme: Timed mock exams graded and returned with detailed 
feedback — exactly as if a real examiner had marked your paper. 

• 24/7 Study Support: Access to our online resource library any time, with revision notes, 
flashcard sets, mind maps, and video summaries for all major IGCSE Edexcel subjects. 

• Progress Tracking: Monthly progress reports showing your improvement by topic, 
helping you and your parents stay informed and on track. 
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Ready to Take Your IGCSE Results to the Next Level? 

Join thousands of successful IGCSE students at Eclassopedia. 

Book a FREE trial lesson today and experience the Eclassopedia difference. 

www.eclassopedia.com  |  info@eclassopedia.com 

 

 

Section 8: Quick Reference — Subject Cheat Sheets 

 

These condensed reference sheets cover the most frequently tested formulas, definitions, and 
frameworks across core IGCSE Edexcel subjects. Photocopy and pin these to your study wall. 

 

8.1 Mathematics — Essential Formulas 

Topic Formula / Rule 

Quadratic Formula x = (-b ± √(b² - 4ac)) / 2a 

Pythagoras' Theorem a² + b² = c² (c is the hypotenuse) 

Area of a Circle A = πr² 

Circumference of a Circle C = 2πr 

Volume of a Cylinder V = πr²h 

Trigonometry 
(SOHCAHTOA) 

sin θ = O/H | cos θ = A/H | tan θ = O/A 

Gradient of a Line m = (y₂ - y₁) / (x₂ - x₁) 

Equation of a Line y = mx + c 

Percentage Change % change = (change / original) × 100 

Compound Interest A = P(1 + r/100)ⁿ 

Standard Form A × 10ⁿ where 1 ≤ A < 10 

Probability (combined) P(A and B) = P(A) × P(B) [independent events] 
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8.2 Science — Key Equations and Definitions 

Subject Equation / Formula Application 

Physics Speed = Distance / Time v = d/t 

Physics Force = Mass × Acceleration F = ma (Newton's 2nd Law) 

Physics Work Done = Force × Distance W = Fd 

Physics Power = Work / Time P = W/t 

Physics Ohm's Law V = IR 

Chemistry Moles = Mass / Molar Mass n = m/M 

Chemistry Concentration = Moles / Volume C = n/V 

Biology Magnification = Image Size / 
Actual Size 

M = I/A 

Biology Rate of Photosynthesis CO₂ + H₂O → Glucose + O₂ (light) 

 

8.3 Command Words Glossary 

IGCSE Edexcel uses specific command words in questions. Misunderstanding these is a major 
source of lost marks. Know exactly what each word demands. 

 

Command Word What It Requires 

State / Give / 
Name 

A brief, direct answer — no explanation needed. One or two words or a 
short phrase. 

Define Give the precise meaning of a term using subject-specific vocabulary. 

Describe Give a detailed account of what something looks like, what happens, or 
what the data shows. No explanation of WHY. 

Explain Give reasons. Say WHY or HOW something happens. Use connectives: 
'because,' 'therefore,' 'which means that.' 

Suggest Propose a possible reason or solution — there may not be one definitive 
answer. Show your reasoning. 

Calculate Show all workings, give the correct unit, and arrive at a numerical 
answer. 

Compare Identify similarities AND differences between two things. Do not just 
describe one. 

Evaluate / 
Justify 

Weigh up both sides of an argument, assess evidence, and reach a 
reasoned conclusion. 
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Command Word What It Requires 

Analyse Break something down into its component parts and examine each one 
critically. 

Discuss Consider multiple perspectives or arguments on a topic with supporting 
evidence. 

 

 

Final Words from Eclassopedia 

 

You have in your hands a complete roadmap to IGCSE Edexcel success. But a map is 
only useful if you follow it. 

The students who achieve A* grades are not necessarily the most gifted — they are the 
most consistent, the most strategic, and the most resilient. They use every resource 
available to them, they learn from their mistakes, and they never stop improving their 
exam technique. 

At Eclassopedia, we have seen students transform their results dramatically in a single 
term through focused preparation, expert guidance, and the right mindset. We believe 
every student has the potential to exceed their own expectations. 

Now go and prove it. Your A* is waiting. 

— The Eclassopedia Academic Team 
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