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Colonization and Settlement (1585-1763)

RO e T ey

1. Early Exploration: Spanish, French, and British Exploration of the Americas
a. Spanish Exploration
Motivations: Gold, God, and Glory (spread Christianity, wealth, and prestige).

Christopher Columbus (1492): Reached the Caribbean, marking the beginning
of European colonization.
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Hernan Cortés: Conquered the Aztec Empire (Mexico).

Francisco Pizarro: Conquered the Inca Empire (Peru).

Impact:

Established colonies in Central and South America.

Built a vast empire with wealth from silver and gold mines.

Enslaved Native Americans through the encomienda system.

b. French Exploration

Motivations: Fur trade, fishing, and spreading Christianity.

Jacques Cartier: Explored the St. Lawrence River, claiming Canada for France.

Samuel de Champlain: Founded Quebec (1608).

J,'.

/ % ; H

Impact:

Established strong trade alliances with Native American tribes.
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Built settlements along rivers (St. Lawrence, Mississippi).
c. British Exploration

Motivations: Establish colonies for economic profit, religious freedom, and
land.

Key Explorers:

John Cabot: Explored the North American coast (1497).

Walter Raleigh: Sponsored the failed Roanoke Colony (1585).

Impact:

British colonies focused on agriculture (tobacco, cotton).

Settlers sought permanent settlements, unlike the Spanish and French.

2. Jamestown and the Thirteen Colonies: Founding and Development
a. Jamestown (1607)

Founding: First permanent English settlement in Virginia.




Eclassopedia

Live Online Learning

Challenges: Starvation, disease, and conflicts with Native Americans.
Success Factors:

John Smith’s leadership: “He who shall not work shall not eat.”
Introduction of tobacco farming by John Rolfe, boosting the economy.
b. The Thirteen Colonies

New England Colonies: Massachusetts, Rhode Island, Connecticut, New
Hampshire.

Founded for religious freedom (e.g., Purntans and Pilgrims).

Economy based on fishing, shipbuilding, and small-scale farming.

Middle Colonies: New York, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Delaware.

Diverse population with religious tolerance (e.g., Quakers in Pennsylvania).
Economy based on farming (wheat, barley) and trade.

Southern Colonies: Virginia, Maryland, North Carolina, South Carolina,
Georgia.

Plantation-based economy with crops like tobacco, rice, and indigo.
Reliance on enslaved labor and indentured servants.

3. Life in Colonial America: Economy, Religion, and Social Structures
a. Economy

New England: Subsistence farming, fishing, and trade.

Middle Colonies: Known as the “Breadbasket” for grain production.
Southern Colonies: Plantation economy with cash crops and slavery.

b. Religion

New England: Strongly influenced by Puritan beliefs.

Middle Colonies: Religious diversity, including Quakers, Catholics, and Jews.
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Southern Colonies: Anglican Church dominant, but religious life was less strict.
¢. Social Structure

Gentry: Wealthy landowners and merchants.

Middle Class: Small farmers, artisans, and tradespeople.

Indentured Servants and Slaves: Worked on plantations and farms.

Women: Limited rights; managed households and assisted in farming.

4. Interactions with Native Americans: Trade, Alliances, and Conflicts

a. Trade

Europeans traded goods like metal tools, firearms, and cloth with Native
Americans for fur and food.

Fur trade, especially with the French, was a major economic activity.

b. Alliances
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The French formed strong alliances with tribes like the Huron.

Some tribes allied with the British for protection against rival tribes or colonists.

c. Conflicts
1.Powhatan Wars (1610-1646):

Conflict between Jamestown settlers and the Powhatan Confederacy over land
and resources.

2.Pequot War (1636—-1638):
New England colonists and their Native allies destroyed the Pequot tribe.
3.King Philip’s War (1675-1676):

Widespread conflict in New England as Native Americans resisted colonist
expansion.

4.French and Indian War (1754-1763):

Part of a global conflict between Britain and France, with Native Americans
allied on both sides.

Resulted in British victory and expanded colonial territory.
Conclusion

The period of Colonization and Settlement (1585—1763) laid the foundation for
modern America. Early exploration introduced European powers to the
Americas, while the establishment of colonies created a complex society shaped
by economic goals, religious ideals, and mteractions—both cooperative and
hostile—with Native Americans. The legacy of this era profoundly influenced
the political, economic, and social development of the United States.



