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World Wars

The two World Wars were the most significant conflicts of the 20th century,
reshaping political, economic, and social landscapes globally. These wars
mvolved most of the world’s nations and resulted in massive loss of life and

lasting global changes.

1. Causes of World War I
a. Militarism
European nations engaged in an arms race, building powerful militaries.

Germany and Brtain competed in naval supremacy, particularly with the
development of battleships like the Dreadnought.

Military leaders influenced national policies, promoting aggressive strategies.
b. Alliances

Two major alliances divided Europe:

Triple Alliance: Germany, Austria-Hungary, Italy

Triple Entente: France, Russia, Britain
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Allances created a web of obligations, escalating regional conflicts into global

Causes of World War I:
Imperialism Nationalism Militarism

The Assassination
of Franz Ferdinand |
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c. Imperialism
European powers competed for colonies in Africa and Asia.

Tensions rose over control of resources and trade routes, particularly between
Germany, Britain, and France.

d. Nationalism
Intense pride and rivalry fueled tensions.

In the Balkans, Slavic nationalism, particularly in Serbia, clashed with
Austro-Hungarian ambitions.

The assassination of Archduke Franz Ferdinand (heir to the Austro-Hungarian
throne) by a Serbian nationalist in June 1914 was the immediate trigger for war.
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2. Major Events and Outcomes of World War I

a. Key Events

1.0utbreak of War (1914):

Austria-Hungary declared war on Serbia.

The conflict expanded as alliances activated, leading to a global war.
2.Trench Warfare:

On the Western Front, trenches stretched from the North Sea to Switzerland.

Stalemates resulted in high casualties during battles like Verdun and the
Somme.
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3.Technological Innovations:

Introduction of machine guns, tanks, chemical weapons (e.g., mustard gas), and
aircraft.

4.US Entry into War (1917):

The US joined the Allies after German unrestricted submarine warfare and the
Zimmermann Telegram.

S.Russian Revolution (1917):

Russia withdrew from the war after the Bolshevik Revolution, signing the
Treaty of Brest-Litovsk with Germany.

6.Armistice (November 11, 1918):
Germany agreed to ceasefire as its military and economy collapsed.
b. Outcomes

Approx. 16 million deaths (soldiers and civilians).
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Collapse of empires: Austro-Hungarian, Ottoman, German, and Russian.

Redrawing of European borders and creation of new nations (e.g., Poland,
Czechoslovakia).

3. Treaty of Versailles and Its Impact

a. Key Provisions

Germany was held responsible for the war and forced to:

Pay heavy reparations (132 billion gold marks).

Reduce its military to 100,000 troops and demilitarize the Rhineland.

Lose territory, including Alsace-Lorraine (to France) and overseas colonies.
Accept the “War Guilt Clause” (Article 231).

b. Impact

Germany’s economy was devastated, leading to hyperinflation and resentment.
New nations faced ethnic tensions and instability.

The League of Nations was established to prevent future conflicts, though it
lacked enforcement power.

Harsh terms of the treaty fueled German nationalism, contributing to World War
IL

4. Causes of World War 11

a. Treaty of Versailles

The treaty’s harsh terms created economic hardship and political instability in
Germany.

Widespread resentment enabled the rise of Adolf Hitler and the Nazi Party.
b. Economic Depression

The Great Depression (1929) caused global unemployment and poverty,
destabilizing democracies.
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Germany and Italy turned to fascist leaders who promised economic recovery

and national revival.

c. Rise of Totalitarian Regimes

Nazi Germany: Hitler aimed to overturn the Treaty of Versailles, rebuild the
military, and expand eastward for Lebensraum (living space).

Fascist Italy: Mussolini sought to restore Italy’s imperial glory.

Imperial Japan: Sought dominance in Asia, invading Manchunia (1931) and
China (1937).

d. Policy of Appeasement

Britain and France allowed Hitler to annex Austria (1938) and the Sudetenland
(Munich Agreement) to avoid war.

Appeasement emboldened Hitler to further aggression.
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e. Failure of the League of Nations

The League failed to prevent invasions by Japan, Italy, and Germany due to lack
of military power and unity.

f. Invasion of Poland (1939)

Germany’s mvasion of Poland on September 1, 1939, prompted Britain and
France to declare war, marking the start of World War II.

5. Key Events and Consequences of World War I1

a. Key Events

1.Blitzkrieg and Early German Successes (1939-1941)

Germany used blitzkrieg (lightning war) tactics to conquer Poland, France, and
much of Europe.

2.Battle of Britain (1940)
Germany failed to defeat Britain in an air campaign, marking a turning point.

3.Operation Barbarossa (1941)
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Germany invaded the Soviet Union but faced fierce resistance and harsh
winters.

4.Pearl Harbor and US Entry (1941)
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Japan’s attack on Pearl Harbor brought the US into the war on the Allied side.
S5.Turning Points (1942-1943)

Battle of Stalingrad: Soviet victory marked the beginning of German retreat.
Battle of Midway: US defeated Japan, gaining dominance in the Pacific.
6.D-Day Invasion (1944)

Allied forces landed in Normandy, France, leading to the liberation of Western
Europe.

7.End of War in Europe (1945)
Soviet troops captured Berlin; Hitler committed suicide.

Germany surrendered on May 7, 1945 (VE Day).
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8.End of War in the Pacific (1945)

US dropped atomic bombs on Hiroshima and Nagasaki (August 6 & 9).
Japan surrendered on September 2, 1945 (V] Day).

b. Consequences of World War 11

1.Human Loss and Destruction

Over 70 million deaths, including the Holocaust, which claimed 6 million
Jewish lives.

Cities across Europe and Asia lay in ruins.

2.Division of Germany

Germany was divided into four zones, later becoming East and West Germany.
3.United Nations (UN)

Established 1n 1945 to promote international peace and cooperation.

4.Cold War

The US and USSR emerged as superpowers, leading to ideological and
geopolitical rivalry.

5.Decolonization

European powers weakened, leading to mmdependence movements in Asia and
Africa.

Conclusion

The two World Wars profoundly shaped modern history, leading to significant
geopolitical shifts, technological advancements, and societal changes. While
World War I paved the way for the rise of totalitarian regimes, World War II
ended with the creation of a new international order aimed at preventing future
global conflicts.



