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Your comprehensive guide to mastering TOK — from core themes and areas of knowledge to the 
Essay and Exhibition. 

 

 

1. WHAT IS THEORY OF KNOWLEDGE? 
Theory of Knowledge (TOK) is one of the three core components of the International Baccalaureate 
(IB) Diploma Programme — alongside the Extended Essay and CAS (Creativity, Activity, Service). It 
is a unique, interdisciplinary subject unlike anything most students encounter in their academic 
careers. TOK asks students to step back from the information they learn in their subject classes and 
ask a more fundamental question: How do we know what we know? 
 
Rather than teaching a body of factual content, TOK challenges students to examine the nature of 
knowledge itself. It explores where knowledge comes from, how it is produced and validated, what 
its limits are, and how different communities — from scientists to historians to artists — construct 
and share understanding. It is, in essence, a course about thinking. 
 

1.1 Why TOK Matters 
TOK is not merely a graduation requirement. It is designed to develop students into reflective, 
critical thinkers who can question assumptions, recognize bias, and engage thoughtfully with 
complex problems. These are not just academic skills — they are vital life skills in an era of 
information overload, misinformation, and global complexity. 
 

•​ Critical Thinking: It teaches you to question, not just accept — a habit of mind that 
transforms how you engage with every subject. 

•​ Academic Preparation: It prepares you for university-level inquiry, where originality and 
argument matter as much as content recall. 

•​ Global Awareness: It helps you understand how the world's knowledge systems — 
science, art, ethics, history — relate and sometimes conflict. 
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•​ Diploma Points: It contributes up to 3 points to your IB diploma, making it a real grade on 
your transcript. 

 

⭐ 2026 TOK Update 
The revised TOK curriculum for 2026 continues the framework introduced in the 2022 update, 
built around Core Theme: Knowledge and the Knower, five Optional Themes, and five Areas of 
Knowledge. Students must complete both the TOK Essay and the TOK Exhibition for 
assessment. 

 

1.2 TOK at a Glance 

Assessment Overview 
TOK is assessed through two components: (1) The TOK Essay — an externally assessed 
1,600-word essay worth 67% of the grade, and (2) The TOK Exhibition — an internally 
assessed piece worth 33% where students connect TOK to the real world using three objects. 
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2. THE STRUCTURE OF TOK: CORE CONCEPTS 
The TOK course is organised around two major frameworks: Themes (which include a compulsory 
Core Theme and five Optional Themes) and Areas of Knowledge (AOKs). These frameworks 
provide the vocabulary and structure for exploring knowledge questions throughout your two years 
of study. 
 

2.1 The Core Theme: Knowledge and the Knower 
The Core Theme sits at the heart of TOK and must be studied by all students. It asks: Who are we 
as knowers? It encourages students to reflect on themselves as individuals shaped by their 
personal backgrounds, perspectives, cultural contexts, and lived experiences — and to consider 
how these factors influence what they know and believe. 
 
Key questions explored in the Core Theme include: 

•​ What role does personal experience play in shaping what we know? 
•​ How do our identities — cultural, linguistic, religious — affect the way we see the world? 
•​ What is the relationship between individual knowledge and shared, collective knowledge? 
•​ How does acquiring new knowledge change us as knowers? 

 

⭐ Key Concept: Personal vs. Shared Knowledge 
TOK distinguishes between personal knowledge (what you know from your own experience, 
intuitions, and reflection) and shared knowledge (the knowledge held collectively by 
communities — scientific, historical, artistic, etc.). Understanding this distinction is crucial for 
both the Essay and Exhibition. 

 

2.2 The Five Optional Themes 
In addition to the Core Theme, each school must choose two Optional Themes to study throughout 
the course. These themes connect TOK to contemporary global issues and real-world contexts: 
 

•​ Knowledge and Technology: This theme examines how technology shapes and is shaped 
by knowledge. Questions include: Does the internet democratise or distort knowledge? How 
do algorithms influence what we believe? 

•​ Knowledge and Language: This theme explores the production, distribution, and 
consumption of knowledge within economic systems. It asks: Are there inequalities in 
access to knowledge? How does capitalism shape what is studied and funded? 

•​ Knowledge and Politics: This theme asks about the role of language as a medium for 
knowledge. Does the language you speak influence how you think? Can some ideas only be 
expressed in certain languages? 

•​ Knowledge and Religion: This theme examines political power and knowledge. Questions 
include: How do governments control knowledge? What is propaganda, and how does it 
work? 
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•​ Knowledge and Indigenous Societies: This theme explores the relationship between faith, 
belief, and rational knowledge. It asks: Can religious knowledge and scientific knowledge 
coexist? What role does faith play in how we know things? 

 

Note on Optional Themes 
Your school will select two Optional Themes. However, for your TOK Essay, you can draw on 
any theme — even ones you have not formally studied — as long as you engage with 
knowledge questions meaningfully. 

 

2.3 The Five Areas of Knowledge (AOKs) 
Areas of Knowledge are the disciplines through which human beings organise and produce 
knowledge. TOK identifies five key AOKs: 
 

•​ The Natural Sciences: Explores how the scientific method generates reliable knowledge. 
Key questions: What makes a theory scientific? How does scientific consensus form? What 
is the role of paradigm shifts? 

•​ The Human Sciences: Examines knowledge about human behaviour, society, and culture. 
Questions include: Can the social sciences be truly objective? How do researchers avoid 
imposing their own cultural biases? 

•​ History: Investigates historical knowledge — how we reconstruct and interpret the past. 
Questions include: Who writes history, and whose perspectives are included? How do 
historians know what they know? 

•​ The Arts: Explores the language of mathematics and its claim to certain, universal truth. 
Questions include: Is mathematics discovered or invented? Why does maths describe the 
physical world so effectively? 

•​ Mathematics: Examines artistic knowledge and aesthetic experience. Questions include: 
Can art communicate knowledge that language cannot? How do cultural contexts shape 
artistic meaning? 
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3. KNOWLEDGE QUESTIONS: THE ENGINE OF TOK 
If there is one skill that TOK demands above all others, it is the ability to identify and develop 
Knowledge Questions (KQs). These are open, contestable questions about the nature of knowledge 
itself — not factual questions with definitive answers, but questions that invite genuine exploration 
and multiple perspectives. 
 

3.1 What Makes a Good Knowledge Question? 
•​ Open: It is open-ended and debatable — there is no single correct answer. 
•​ Knowledge-focused: It focuses on knowledge itself, not on facts. It asks "how do we 

know?" or "what counts as knowledge?", not "what is the answer?" 
•​ Conceptual: It uses the conceptual vocabulary of TOK: knowledge, evidence, certainty, 

justification, perspective, bias, etc. 
•​ Transferable: It can be explored across multiple AOKs or themes — it is not limited to a 

single discipline. 
 

⭐ KQ Formula Tip 
A reliable way to frame a knowledge question is: "To what extent does [factor] 
influence/shape/limit [type of knowledge]?" or "How do [AOK1] and [AOK2] differ in their 
approach to [knowledge concept]?" These structures force you to engage with knowledge 
directly. 

 

3.2 Examples of Strong Knowledge Questions 
1.​ To what extent can historical knowledge be objective, given that it is always interpreted 

through the perspective of the historian? 
2.​ How do the methods of the natural sciences and the arts differ in their approach to 

producing reliable knowledge? 
3.​ In what ways does language both enable and constrain our ability to produce and share 

knowledge? 
4.​ To what extent should scientific consensus override individual expert disagreement in 

matters of public policy? 
5.​ How does the use of technology as a tool for knowledge production affect the reliability of 

the knowledge produced? 
 

3.3 Weak vs. Strong KQs 
Students often struggle to distinguish between factual questions and knowledge questions. Here 
are examples to clarify the difference: 
 

© 2026 Eclassopedia  |  eclassopedia.com    Page  



Eclassopedia  |  TOK Ultimate Survival Guide 2026 

Weak KQ (factual): 'What causes climate change?'  vs.  Strong KQ: 'To what extent 
does the framing of scientific evidence on climate change influence public 
understanding and policy decisions?' 
The second question is about how knowledge is communicated and received — not about the 
scientific facts themselves. This is the TOK difference. 
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4. THE TOK EXHIBITION: YOUR REAL-WORLD 
CONNECTION 
The TOK Exhibition is an internal assessment piece worth 33% of your final TOK grade. Unlike the 
Essay, it is assessed by your own TOK teacher (though moderated externally). The Exhibition is 
your opportunity to show that TOK is not just an abstract academic exercise — it connects to the 
real world all around you. 
 

4.1 What Is the Exhibition? 
For the Exhibition, you select ONE of the 35 IA prompts provided by the IB, and then choose 
THREE real-world objects to explore that prompt. Each object must be a real, specific thing from the 
world — not a concept or an idea, but an actual, tangible object that exists in a specific context. You 
write a commentary of no more than 950 words total for all three objects combined. 
 

⭐ Critical Rule: Specificity of Objects 
Your objects must be specific and real. 'A photograph' is not specific enough. 'The photograph 
of a napalm attack in Vietnam taken by Nick Ut in 1972' is specific. The more specific and real 
your object, the stronger your exhibition. Avoid abstract or generic examples. 

 

4.2 The 35 IA Prompts: Categories 
The 35 prompts are grouped around key TOK concepts. Here are several important examples 
across categories: 
 

•​ "What counts as knowledge?" — This prompt invites you to explore the boundaries of what 
qualifies as legitimate knowledge. 

•​ "How do we judge whether a knowledge claim is true?" — Focuses on the role of evidence, 
verification, and justification. 

•​ "What are the implications of having, or not having, knowledge?" — Explores the ethical and 
practical stakes of knowledge. 

•​ "How is current knowledge shaped by its historical development?" — Connects knowledge 
to historical context and evolution. 

•​ "Is bias inevitable in the production of knowledge?" — Addresses perspective, subjectivity, 
and the knower. 

 

4.3 Choosing Your Objects Strategically 
The three objects you select should ideally span different contexts — not all three from the same 
AOK or setting. A strong set of objects might include one from a scientific context, one from an 
artistic or cultural context, and one from a political or social context. This diversity demonstrates the 
breadth of TOK thinking. 
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•​ Relevance: Choose objects that genuinely connect to your chosen IA prompt — avoid 

forcing connections. 
•​ Diversity: Each object should open up a different angle or perspective on the knowledge 

question. 
•​ Specificity: The more specific the object, the more richly you can discuss its real-world 

knowledge implications. 
•​ Variety: Avoid choosing objects that are too similar — three scientific diagrams, for 

example, would limit your exploration. 
 

4.4 Writing Your Exhibition Commentary 
Each of the three objects gets its own section of commentary. Your total word count must not 
exceed 950 words for all three combined. This means roughly 300–320 words per object. Be 
concise, specific, and rigorous. Each commentary should: 

6.​ Identify and describe the object clearly — what is it, where does it come from, what is its 
context? 

7.​ Explain why this specific object is a good example for exploring your chosen IA prompt. 
8.​ Use TOK language and concepts to make the connection to the knowledge question explicit. 
9.​ Avoid narrating facts — instead, use the object as a lens to explore knowledge. 

 

Word Count Strategy 
950 words for three objects means you have very little room for introduction or conclusion. Dive 
straight into each object and its TOK significance. Every sentence must earn its place. Avoid 
restating the IA prompt — show that you understand it by engaging with it directly. 
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5. THE TOK ESSAY: YOUR ACADEMIC ARGUMENT 
The TOK Essay is an externally assessed piece of 1,600 words (with a strict limit — going over will 
cost you marks). It is worth 67% of your final TOK grade and is written in response to one of the six 
prescribed essay titles (PTs) released by the IB each year. The essay is your most significant 
academic challenge in TOK and requires careful planning, clear argumentation, and genuine 
engagement with knowledge questions. 
 

5.1 Understanding Prescribed Titles 
The IB releases six prescribed titles each exam session. You must choose one and write a focused, 
argued essay in response. The titles are typically nuanced, philosophical statements or questions 
that invite discussion rather than a single correct answer. They almost always contain a key claim or 
assumption that you are expected to interrogate. 
 

⭐ Reading the Title Carefully 
Before you write a single word, spend time unpacking the prescribed title. Identify the key 
terms. Ask: What is being claimed? What is being assumed? What knowledge question(s) does 
this title open up? A common mistake is to write about the topic in general rather than 
responding to the specific title. 

 

5.2 Essay Structure: The Winning Formula 
While TOK essays are not formulaic, a clear structure is essential. Here is the structure that 
consistently scores well: 
 

10.​Introduction (150–200 words): Unpack the title. Identify the key terms and the central 
knowledge question. State your thesis — your overall position or perspective on the 
question. Give a brief roadmap of what you will argue. 

11.​First Body Section (400–450 words): Present your first argument or perspective, supported 
by a specific, real-world example from one AOK. Explore the argument with TOK depth. 
Then introduce a counter-argument or complication. Assess its strength. 

12.​Second Body Section (400–450 words): Present a second argument or perspective, drawing 
on a different AOK or theme. Again, use specific examples. Compare and contrast with your 
first argument. Show nuanced thinking. 

13.​Conclusion (150–200 words): Don't simply summarise. Show how your arguments connect. 
Reach a reasoned, tentative conclusion that acknowledges the complexity of the question. 
Identify implications or further questions. 

 

5.3 Using Real-World Examples Effectively 
Real-world examples (RWEs) are the backbone of a strong TOK essay. However, not all examples 
are equally effective. Here is how to use them well: 
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•​ Be specific and original: Avoid generic or textbook examples that every student uses (e.g., 

'Einstein discovered relativity'). Choose specific, less common examples that demonstrate 
genuine curiosity. 

•​ Connect to knowledge, not just content: Don't just mention an example — explain WHY it 
is relevant to your knowledge question. What does it reveal about the nature of knowledge? 

•​ Quality over quantity: One well-developed example is stronger than three superficially 
mentioned ones. Develop your examples with depth. 

•​ Span multiple AOKs: When possible, use examples from different AOKs to show the 
breadth of your thinking. 

 

5.4 The Marking Rubric: What Examiners Look For 
The TOK Essay is marked on five criteria, each worth up to 10 points (though the total is converted 
to a 10-point scale): 
 

•​ Understanding Knowledge Questions: Does the essay respond to the specific title, not 
just the topic area? Is the focus sustained throughout? 

•​ Quality of Analysis and Argument: Are arguments clearly made and well-supported? Is 
there a coherent position? 

•​ Awareness of Perspectives: Are different perspectives and counter-arguments genuinely 
considered? 

•​ Use of Examples: Are real-world examples used effectively to support knowledge claims? 
•​ Clarity and Organisation: Is the essay well-structured, focused, and written in appropriate 

academic language? 
 

⭐ The Examiner's Pet Peeve 
Examiners consistently report that the biggest weakness in student essays is failing to engage 
with the knowledge question behind the prescribed title. Students write about history, science, 
or art — but they don't write about how we know things in history, science, or art. Always bring 
the focus back to knowledge. 
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6. WAYS OF KNOWING (WOKs): UNDERSTANDING YOUR 
COGNITIVE TOOLKIT 
Though the current IB TOK curriculum has shifted from formally listing Ways of Knowing (WOKs) as 
a separate framework, the eight traditional WOKs remain deeply relevant to TOK thinking and are 
useful tools for analysing knowledge questions. They describe the cognitive and emotional 
processes through which human beings come to know things. 
 

The Eight Ways of Knowing 
•​ Reason: Often considered the most reliable WOK. Reason involves logical inference and 

rational argument. But reason alone can produce false conclusions if premises are false — 
the limits of reason are a key TOK topic. 

•​ Sense Perception: Sensory experience is foundational to empirical knowledge, especially 
in the Natural Sciences. But perception is fallible, culturally mediated, and limited by human 
biology. 

•​ Language: Language is not just a means of communication — it shapes thought itself. The 
Sapir-Whorf hypothesis (that language influences cognition) is a classic TOK topic. 

•​ Emotion: Often undervalued in academic contexts, emotion plays a crucial role in ethical 
judgment, aesthetic appreciation, and even scientific motivation. Can emotion be a source of 
genuine knowledge? 

•​ Memory: Memory is how we build on past experience. But memory is reconstructive, not 
reproductive — it is shaped by present knowledge and expectation, making it unreliable. 

•​ Intuition: 'Gut feeling' or expert intuition — how does knowledge that bypasses explicit 
reasoning arise? Is intuition trustworthy, or is it merely bias? 

•​ Imagination: Shared practices, customs, and oral traditions carry knowledge across 
generations. Indigenous knowledge systems often rely heavily on tradition — raising 
questions about its epistemic status. 

•​ Faith: Imagination is the creative capacity that generates hypotheses, artistic expressions, 
and thought experiments. It bridges the known and the unknown. 
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7. TOK IN PRACTICE: SKILLS AND STRATEGIES 
Scoring well in TOK is not just about understanding the theory — it requires specific skills that can 
be practised and improved. Here are the key strategies that distinguish high-scoring students from 
average ones. 
 

7.1 Developing Your TOK Vocabulary 
TOK has its own vocabulary, and using it fluently signals to your examiner that you understand the 
subject at a deep level. Here are essential terms to master: 
 

•​ Knowledge Claim: A claim about the world that can be evaluated for truth or accuracy. Not 
all statements are knowledge claims — opinions and preferences are different. 

•​ Justification: A reason or set of reasons offered in support of a knowledge claim. What 
counts as good justification varies across AOKs. 

•​ Certainty and Doubt: How strongly supported a knowledge claim is. In science, certainty is 
achieved through repeated testing. In history, certainty is rarer. 

•​ Reliability: The reliability of knowledge — is it consistent, unbiased, repeatable? 
•​ Objectivity vs. Subjectivity: Whether knowledge applies to all people in all contexts, or 

only to specific cultures and times. 
•​ Perspective: Every knower occupies a specific position shaped by culture, history, gender, 

and experience. Perspective affects what we see and what we miss. 
 

7.2 Constructing a TOK Argument 
A TOK argument is not just an opinion. It is a structured claim that is supported by evidence, tested 
against counter-arguments, and qualified with appropriate uncertainty. The structure of a strong 
TOK argument follows this pattern: 
 

14.​State your claim clearly: what is your position on the knowledge question? 
15.​Explain your reasoning: why is this position plausible? 
16.​Support with a real-world example: what specific case from an AOK or the real world 

illustrates this? 
17.​Acknowledge the counter-argument: what would someone who disagrees say? 
18.​Assess the counter-argument: is it compelling? Does it weaken or qualify your claim, or can 

you refute it? 
19.​Draw a conclusion: what is the qualified, nuanced takeaway? 

 

7.3 Common TOK Mistakes to Avoid 

⭐ Top 7 TOK Mistakes 
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1. Treating TOK as a general essay subject — it is specifically about knowledge. 2. Using vague 
examples ("scientists believe...") instead of specific ones. 3. Ignoring counter-arguments 
entirely. 4. Restating the question instead of answering it. 5. Confusing "I believe" with a 
supported knowledge claim. 6. Listing WOKs or AOKs without using them analytically. 7. 
Forgetting that TOK requires your personal reflection — not just textbook definitions. 

 

7.4 Time Management for the Essay 
•​ Week 1: Choose your title: Read all six prescribed titles carefully and identify which one 

you have genuine ideas about. 
•​ Weeks 2–3: Brainstorm and plan: Brainstorm knowledge questions, arguments, 

counter-arguments, and real-world examples. 
•​ Week 4: Create your outline: Write a detailed outline before you begin drafting. 
•​ Week 5: First draft: Write your first complete draft without worrying about perfection. 
•​ Week 6: Revise for content: Review for TOK depth, argument quality, example specificity, 

and counter-arguments. 
•​ Week 7: Edit and polish: Check word count, grammar, and structure. Ensure you are within 

1,600 words. 
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8. SAMPLE KNOWLEDGE QUESTIONS AND ESSAY PLANS 
One of the best ways to improve your TOK performance is to see worked examples. Here are two 
complete essay plans on common TOK themes. 
 

8.1 Sample Essay Plan: History and the Natural Sciences 
Prescribed Title (Example): "The production of knowledge is always a collaborative endeavour." 
Discuss with reference to two areas of knowledge. 
 

Thesis 
While collaborative processes are central to knowledge production in both the Natural Sciences 
and History, the nature and scale of collaboration differs significantly — and in some cases, 
individual insight and dissent are equally essential to advancing knowledge. 

 
Argument 1 — Natural Sciences: Scientific knowledge is inherently collaborative through peer 
review, replication, and cumulative research. Example: The Human Genome Project (1990–2003) 
required international collaboration across thousands of researchers. This supports the claim. 
Counter-argument: Revolutionary scientific breakthroughs often come from individuals working 
against consensus — e.g., Barry Marshall self-administering Helicobacter pylori to prove the ulcer 
connection. 
 
Argument 2 — History: Historical knowledge is collaborative through the academic community's 
sharing of sources and interpretations. Example: The recovery and interpretation of the Vindolanda 
Tablets required interdisciplinary collaboration. Counter-argument: Individual historians shape 
narratives through personal perspective — Howard Zinn's 'A People's History' challenged the 
collaborative consensus of mainstream historiography. 
 

8.2 Sample Essay Plan: Technology and Knowledge 
Prescribed Title (Example): "Technology both enriches and limits our pursuit of knowledge." 
Evaluate this claim with reference to two areas of knowledge. 
 

Thesis 
Technology amplifies the reach and precision of knowledge in both the Natural Sciences and 
the Human Sciences, but simultaneously introduces new biases, dependencies, and gaps — 
making its net effect on knowledge production deeply ambivalent. 

 
Argument 1 — Natural Sciences: Technologies like CRISPR and the James Webb Telescope have 
transformed what is knowable. They extend human perception and enable experiments impossible 
otherwise. Counter-argument: Over-reliance on technological measurement can exclude knowledge 
that doesn't fit the instrument — e.g., early climate models missed non-linear dynamics. 
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Argument 2 — Human Sciences: Social media analytics give researchers access to vast 
behavioural data. Example: Twitter/X data has been used to predict voting behaviour. 
Counter-argument: Filter bubbles and algorithmic bias in data collection mean technology can 
produce systematically skewed social knowledge. 
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9. PREPARING FOR YOUR FINAL ASSESSMENTS 
As you approach your final TOK assessments, strategic preparation makes a significant difference. 
Here is your complete checklist for both the Essay and Exhibition. 
 

9.1 Exhibition Final Checklist 
20.​Have you selected one IA prompt from the official IB list of 35? 
21.​Are your three objects real, specific, and from different contexts? 
22.​Does each object genuinely illuminate the IA prompt through a knowledge lens? 
23.​Is your total commentary under 950 words? 
24.​Does your commentary use TOK concepts and vocabulary (not just factual description)? 
25.​Have you included the IA prompt, object descriptions, and images in your submission? 
26.​Has your teacher provided formative feedback that you have incorporated? 

 

9.2 Essay Final Checklist 
27.​Have you chosen a prescribed title that you have genuinely interesting ideas about? 
28.​Is your word count within 1,600 words (strict limit)? 
29.​Does your essay have a clear, arguable thesis in the introduction? 
30.​Do you use at least two AOKs in your analysis? 
31.​Are your real-world examples specific, original, and well-developed? 
32.​Have you addressed at least one significant counter-argument in each body section? 
33.​Does your conclusion go beyond summary to offer genuine insight? 
34.​Have you used TOK vocabulary accurately and fluently throughout? 
35.​Has your essay been proofread for grammar and clarity? 

 

⭐ Final Advice from Eclassopedia 
TOK rewards genuine intellectual curiosity. The students who score best are not necessarily the 
ones who know the most facts — they are the ones who ask the most interesting questions. 
Approach every TOK lesson, every essay draft, and every exhibition brainstorm with authentic 
curiosity, and you will find that TOK transforms not just your IB performance, but the way you 
think about everything. 
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10. QUICK REFERENCE: TOK GLOSSARY 
Use this glossary to ensure you are using TOK terminology with precision and accuracy. 
 

Term Definition 

Knowledge Claim A statement asserting that something is true; can be evaluated for 
truth, reliability, and justification. 

Knowledge Question An open, contestable question about the nature, production, or limits 
of knowledge itself. 

Area of Knowledge (AOK) A domain of human knowledge with distinctive methods and 
knowledge frameworks (e.g., Natural Sciences, History, Arts). 

Way of Knowing (WOK) A cognitive process through which knowledge is acquired (e.g., 
reason, perception, emotion, memory). 

Justification The reasons or evidence that support a knowledge claim; what makes 
a claim credible or believable. 

Perspective The particular point of view of a knower, shaped by experience, 
culture, language, and context. 

Bias A systematic distortion in the production or interpretation of 
knowledge, often arising from perspective. 

Paradigm Shift A fundamental change in the basic framework through which a 
community understands the world (Kuhn). 

Corroboration The process of confirming a knowledge claim by checking it against 
multiple independent sources. 

Epistemology The branch of philosophy concerned with the nature, scope, and limits 
of knowledge. 

Personal Knowledge Knowledge arising from individual experience, intuition, and reflection; 
specific to the knower. 

Shared Knowledge Knowledge constructed collectively by communities; subject to public 
criteria of evaluation. 

IA Prompt One of the 35 official questions for the TOK Exhibition, released by 
the IB. 

Prescribed Title (PT) One of the six official essay questions released by the IB for external 
assessment. 

Real-World Example 
(RWE) 

A specific, concrete case from the real world used to support a TOK 
argument. 
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